a special integral spiritual phenomenon.
It is characterized by the inner structure, qualitatively different levels, among which everyday and academic consciousnesses are distinguished, ideology, emotional and mental sphere. Some specific kinds of consciousness, such as politic, economic, legal, moral, religious, aesthetic, philosophic, scientific, and others can be mentioned. Our objective is to analyze how the concept of elite is reflected in public mind and public opinion on the example of a survey of associates of this concept among the students of SFU.
The category of social consciousness started being researched as early as XIX century when it was being contrasted with the category of social being. According to K. Marx: "It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness" [Marx, 1959, p, 7] . It is at that time that dialectical materialist direction of the research of this phenomenon was established.
The following significant features of public consciousness can be distinguished. To start with, this consciousness cannot be regarded as some passive mirror reflection of the outside world but should be perceived as an extremely complex process, as a result of active position of public people to the reality. This approach allows us not only to distinguish the causal dependency of social consciousness on its material base, but also it enables us to oppose it to idealist views about substantiality of this consciousness. In addition it opposes it to the metaphysical comprehension of the subject's lack of activity. This approach exhibits the dependency of social consciousness on social being and is a foundation of the inclusion of social consciousness in the system of laws of the society.
The research into social consciousness, in particular by Russian philosophers and scholars, has decisively proved that social consciousness enjoys a certain relative autonomy, is capable of development and self-development, is characterized by continuity, interaction and cooperation of its levels and forms and is able to radically transform. Social consciousness nowadays is a major agent in the evolution of the society and aids its stabilization or destruction.
The impact force of social consciousness on social being is defined by verity and integrality of the reflection of real interests and needs of social groups and the society in general and also its link with practice. In this connection we will analyse the attitude of the students of SFU to the concept of elite manifested in their associates.
The students majoring in Philosophy (17) delivered the following associates relevant to the concept of elite: We present a diagram of a collective semantic spectrum of thematic associations according to the major groups of associates linked to the concept of elite (see Fig. 1 ). as inhumanity, arrogance, inflated self-esteem, lots of personal connections, rogues, brazen, drugs, etc (13) . We present a diagram of a collective semantic spectrum of thematic associations according to the major groups of associates linked to the concept of elite (see Picture 1). We can only trace a trend among female students majoring in Record-keeping and archival science as the number of male students is far smaller than that of female students and we cannot draw a parallel here. Female students mostly cited associates connected with the category of wealth, money and demonstration, outer characteristics:
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i.e. luxury, haute couture, star, etc.; next, with the margin of one reply, follows the associate of education; then everything linked to privilege and exclusiveness; male students accentuated authority, power and outer objective associates.
Students majoring in History also differ significantly based on gender. We observe that male students' largest group of associates is related to positive outer objective associates followed by negative associates. On the whole, which is most notable, this group of students offered majority of the negative associates. Female students split their focus between the categories of power, higher society and human qualities, which are followed On the whole, the associates authority, the best, influence and positive sides of elite came last (14 -17).
The dispersion of public opinions (associates) among students' responses depending on their major (we dealt with mainly five specialisms) and gender is of some interest, too. These specific features were recorded above.
We will attempt to move over to practical conclusions. If we accept that these associates 
